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Sign up for our weekly 
electronic newsletter at 

hsoyuma.com

facebook.com/hsoyuma

On Facebook? So are we.  
The question is ‘Do you 

like us?’
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mission statement
To ensure the humane treatment 

of all animals, reduce the number 
of homeless pets, and promote the 
value and importance animals 
contribute to our lives and 
community.
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shelter information
285 N. Figueroa Ave. 

Yuma, AZ 85364
Regular hours

Office:  9-6 Tues.-Fri. 
9-5 Sat.

Kennel: 11-5:30 Tues.-Fri. 
11-4:30 Sat.

the numBers

The Humane Society of Yuma is independently contracted to provide services to the cities of 

Yuma, Somerton, San Luis, the Cocopah Indian Tribe, and the unincorporated areas of Yuma 

County.  The shelter’s eight animal control officers cover a service area of over 5,500 square 

miles. Below is a summation of the Humane Society’s activity for the past six months.

Welcome to another issue of our newsletter.
I hope you find reading this newsletter enjoyable and informative.  There’s always so much 

information we want to get out to you. We hope we do our best in letting you know what’s going 
on with our shelter and animal welfare in our community.

  Pet overpopulation continues to be a major issue in Yuma, but our efforts to educate our 
community on the importance of spay/neuter are paying off.  Our off-site, low-cost spay/neuter 
clinic is performing surgeries at a record pace.  We are 
making  progress, but not as fast as we want.  With your 
help, we know we’ll get there very soon. 

As usual, we have many things going on and we’re 
staying extremely busy.  I always welcome a visit to see 
the pets or just take a look and see what we’re doing. 

As the end of the year approaches, the holidays 
are on everyone’s mind.  As always, we ask you to 
remember the pets that come into our shelter and 
the many needs they have.  We really appreciate your 
generosity throughout the year.  The pets coming into 
our shelter would never have a chance without your 
support.

Have a wonderful holiday season, and thank you 
again for your help in making Yuma a better place for 
pets to live.

With warmest regards,
Shawn    
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 May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Patrol service calls 787 733 649 705 723 905

Dogs turned into shelter 398 426 379 401 360 480  

Cats turned into shelter 462 442 272 397 268 325

Dogs adopted 125 100 95 81 127 99

Cats adopted 36 44 53 36 47 41

Animals released to rescue  87 102 104 100 72 155

Animals returned to owner 55 37 46 46 52 53

Cruelty cases investigated 47 53 63 52 50 35

Cats & dogs euthanized 587 545 435 524 311 415

from the executive director



Go to servicearizona.com 
and follow the personalized/

special plates link.
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Accurate Automotive 
1495 S. 3rd Ave.
Accurate Automotive 
12543 S. Frontage Rd.
American Self Storage 
1775 E. Palo Verde St.
Boot Barn 
242 W. 32nd St.
Bottoms Up Pub 
11411 S. Fortuna Rd. Ste. 111
Brownies 
1145 S. 4th Ave.
Chili Pepper 
1030 W. 24th St.
Don Quixote 
11411 S. Fortuna Rd. Ste. 214
Express Automotive 
12835 E. 38th St.
Flower Mine 
2855 S. 8th Ave.
Foothills Animal Clinic 
11769 S.  Frontage  Rd.
Foothills Mini Mart 
12870 S. Foothills Blvd.
Foothills Restaurant 
12871 S. Frontage Rd.
Foxworth Galbraith 
10527 S. Frontage Rd.
Ironwood Vet Clinic 
2632 S. Ave B

La Casa Deli 
712 E. 32nd St.
M & D Cigars 
11274 S. Fortuna Rd. Ste J
Mad Greek 
1725 S. 3rd Ave.
Mr. G's 
501 S. 4th Ave.
Pablo's 
2004 S. Ave B
Paws & Claws 
5430 W. 8th St.
Puppy Love Grooming 
998 W. 16th St.
Quilting Bee 
2370 W. 32nd St.
Round Table Pizza 
2544 W. 16th St.
Sesame Kitchen 
11274 S. Fortuna Rd. Ste. I8
Shadle & Walsma, PLC 
833 E. Plaza Circle, Ste. 200
Shady Acres RV Park 
1340 3rd St.
Tamarack Fine Foods 
7875 E. 24th St.
Urban K-9 
547 E. 20th St.
Yuma Catholic High
2100 W. 28th St.
Yuma Feed 
2380 W. 32nd St.

the following Businesses have 
hsoY change jars on their counters.

Memorials
The Humane Society of Yuma would like to extend our 

condolences to the families of the following individuals who 
requested memorial gifts be made to the Humane Society of Yuma 
in lieu of flowers in 2010. 

Charles H. “Chile” Blair
Courtland Stinson Carvell
Gary L. Fagerstrom
Karen Sue Fahey
Robert James Fisher
David Palacio Munoz
Elizabeth Ann Miller “Betsy” Murphy
Donna Marie Nelson Sherman
James Keith Paquin, M.D.
Rosie Fernandez Renteria
Rober M. “Bob” Reynolds
Mary Juanita Snyder
Daryl Anne Veal

Thank you to the following
•	 Elks National Foundation -  $9,800 towards feral cat TNR
•	 PETCO Foundation - $3,000 towards medical equipment
•	 Yuma Community Foundation - $1,000 towards the Safe 

Way Home Program
•	 PetSmart Charities - Continuous financial support towards 

our adoption fairs and rewards programs
•	 United Way of Yuma County - For their ongoing 

contributions



adoPtion

t.v.  & radio aPPearances

KSWT Monday 4:30pm
KYMA Friday 5pm
KLJZ 93.1 “Z93”  Tues. 7am
KCFY  88.1 FM Wednesday 8am 
KTTI 95.1 FM Wednesday  9am 
STAR 100.9 FM Wednesday  9:15am 
KCYK  AM 1400  Wednesday  11:50am
Talk of Yuma First Tuesday of 

every month at 7am 
on Time Warner’s 
Channel 77

where to adoPt
There are two places you can wag 
tails with our adoptable pets.
Our shelter. We are open 
Tuesday through Saturday. Our 
office hours are 9am-6pm, Tuesday 
through Friday, and 9am-5pm 
on Saturday.  Our kennel hours 
are from 11am-5:30pm, Tuesday 
through Friday, and 11am-4:30pm 
on Saturday.
PetSmart.   A few privileged
cats reside there and are available 
for “meet & greets” in-between 
naps. Starting soon, many of our 
dogs will also be in residence (see 
page 12).

whY adoPt
You can save a life. Over 
60% of cats and dogs that the 
Humane Society of Yuma takes in 
are euthanized every year. There 
are many more homeless animals 
looking for a home than there are 
homes adopting them. Every pet 
deserves a chance at a forever home. 
With so many wonderful cats and 
dogs entering our shelter every day, 
you are sure to find a forever friend.
Many are trained. Owners turn 
over their animals in large numbers. 
Many of these animals come 
already trained, with a history of 
their behaviors, likes, and dislikes.  
Many are purebred.  If you have 
your heart set on a purebred you 
may be surprised to know that 20% 
of the dogs that enter our shelter are 
purebreds.

In response to your flier in the packet that I 
received Saturday, I am sending you news and 
photos of the adorable dog we adopted on Saturday.

She was named “Speckles” but we have renamed 
her “Pepper.”  She and our other dog, Ba’cho, are 
getting along famously! She has actually taught him 
some doggy manners and he is much nicer to be 
around now. I think he just needed a companion.

Pepper learned how to use the doggy door by 
Sunday night and there have been no accidents in 
the house since then. They love to run and play in 
the backyard. They have lots of room to really get a 
good head of steam up and run it off. 

So thank you for the care you gave her until we 
got her. I can’t imagine that someone didn’t try to 
find her. She is a wonderful animal to have as part of 
our family.

Thanks again! 
Aurora Cuff

Words cannot describe how much joy and love Tiger has brought to our 
lives. We adopted him from the Humane Society of Yuma on 6/12/10.  

He has the best personality and runs and plays all day. He jumps on the 
backs of the other cats and rides them like a pony. He loves water and will 
play in the sink. He jumps high in the air and we never know where he is 
going to land.  He stands straight up on his back legs when he goes poop. 

Tiger is one of a kind and we love him so much. He is the best $55 we have 
ever spent. My husband was very depressed and fully disabled when we got 
him.  What a difference he has made to our lives. 

I sent you some pictures of him. We are so proud to own him and we 
thank the Humane Society of Yuma for bringing so much joy to our lives. 

Sincerely, Fred & Debby Davis
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We are so happy with Nova.  She brings entertainment and love 
into our home. She now sleeps between us in the bed. 

She loves attention. While I am doing something on my desk, 
she just jumps in my lap and stays until I get up. 

We feel lucky to have helped Nova and she ‘helped’ my 
boyfriend to become a cat lover.  Here are some of Nova’s pictures 
in her new home.

Shay and Robert

In 2005, we adopted our baby girl Angel, and she is truly 
an Angel... When we adopted her she was very scared and did not 
like being around anyone, even her new family. She was afraid to 
drink water from her bowl so we would have to give her water by 
hand, and she was also very thin. We are unsure about who had her 
before, or what happened in her past, but we fell in love with her 
instantly. 

About two months after we adopted our little girl, she started 
getting sick, not keeping food or water down, and not going to the 
bathroom normally. After her vet gave her some medications, she felt 
better for a few months but ended up getting sick again. 

After tests and x-rays, the vet discovered she had blockage in her 
tummy that was not letting her digest any food. She needed surgery 
or she wasn’t going to make it. We were stuck because at the time 
we were struggling to come up with the money for her surgery. 
Somehow our prayers were answered and we came up with the 
money.

After her surgery, the vet revealed something that tore my heart 
apart and made us very upset. The doctor found rocks, fabrics, tar, 
and other miscellaneous stuff in her tummy, and it had been there for 
a long period of time. 

We believe whoever had her before did not feed her or take care 
of her and she was eating anything and everything she could find 
wherever she was kept.

After her surgery, she was kept at the clinic for about four to 
five days to be taken care of, and after that she was allowed to come 
home. The vet was unsure if she was going to have more problems in 
the future or if she was to need another surgery. 

It took a lot of time and a lot of love but here she is now.  Over 
five years after her surgery, she is happy and very active. She loves 
running around her backyard (when it’s not too hot), and she loves to 
play with her sisters, but her favorite love has to be her doggie treats.

I really wanted to share this story with you because everyone at 
the Humane Society does an amazing job and shows so much love 
for all the animals they receive. No pet, no matter if it is a dog, cat, 
rabbit, or mouse, deserves to be mistreated.

Again, I just wanted to thank everyone at the Humane Society for 
all your hard work, because without you we might have never found 
Angel. 

 
Thank you for your time.
Julie

50%

Finding Everyone a Home for the Holidays

off all adoptions in November & December



rescue sPaY & neuter

24th St. 4t
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�ere is a constant need for donations of quality, resellable 
items.

For donation information please call (928) 783-0408. 

�ere is also a continuing need for volunteers.  �is is a 
great way to help our animals without having to come to 
our shelter.  For more information, you can call Sherrell 
Judish, HSOY thri� store coordinator,  directly at 
(928) 580-1000 or email her at sjudish@mindspring.com.

THRIFT STORE

Ye Olde 
Christmas Shop
Ye Olde 

Christmas Shop
LOW-COST 

SHELTER PETS

SepAugJulJunMayAprMarFebJanDecNovOctSepAugJulJunMayAprMarFebJan

Support low-cost spay/neuter.

Shop at our thrift store!

THRIFT STORE
�e corner of 24th St. & 4th Ave. 
behind Audio Einstein’s. 
Hours: 9am - 4pm Mon. - Sat.
Phone: (928) 783-0408
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we can fix that!
The Humane Society of Yuma operates a spay and 

neuter clinic where we offer spay and neuter at reduced 

costs to those who qualify. We also alter feral cats as 

part of our TNR program.

Visit hsoyuma.com/spayneuter or call (928) 247-9115
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This spring, we opened a low-cost, spay/neuter clinic 
that allowed us to increase the number of low-cost, 
spay/neuter surgeries dramatically.

To date, many of our local veterinarians have assisted 
us with these very important surgeries.  We cannot 
thank the local veterinary community enough for 
stepping up to help in our time of need.

We look forward to continuing our working 
relationship with all of Yuma’s local veterinarians, and 
we are pleased to announce that Dr. Carney will be 
working under exclusive contract for the spay/neuter 
clinic.

In addition to spaying and neutering HSOY shelter 
pets and low-cost, spay/neuter pets, Dr. Carney will 
vaccinate and microchip shelter pets.

Despite our contract with Dr. Carney, we regret that 
we will be unable to provide veterinary services for the 
general public.   A

HSOY’s Feline Friends, Planned Pethood of Yuma, 
and Arizona West Veterinary Clinic held a feral cat 
spay and neuter clinic on October 14th.  127 cats were 

altered during the one day clinic.
 The clinic was being held  in observation 
of National Feral Cat Day, created by the 
national feral cat advocacy organization, 
Alley Cat Allies, in 2001, to increase the 
awareness of the plight faced by stray and 
feral cats.

Feline Friends and the local non-profit 
Planned Pethood of Yuma have dedicated 
themselves to the implementation of T.N.R.  
Feline Friends, an HSOY member committee, 
helps facilitate the spaying and neutering of 
cats within the Planned Pethood program.

T.N.R. is funded by the Humane Society of 
Yuma’s thrift stores. All proceeds from the two 
thrift stores go towards funding HSOY’s low-cost 
and feral cat spay and neuter programs.   A

HSOY continues offensive 
against pet overpopulation

Fixing Ferals

Holly finds forever
While we wave good-bye to dogs being sent to rescue when the 

Rescue Express leaves the shelter, their journey has just begun. Westie 
Rescue of Arizona recently sent Loma Clark, our Rescue Coordinator, 
a very heartwarming success story. 

“This gentleman is 80 years old. He is very active 
and takes care of his wife who has Alzheimer’s. She 
doesn’t talk and he had just lost a Westie after 17 
years of companionship. He was very distraught, 
as his Westie was the only one he had to talk to.

When we took Holly over to him, he was 
standing outside in the heat waiting for 
us with his arms open. Holly quickly 
went into his arms and smothered 
him with kisses.

As you can see, both he and Holly 
have huge smiles on their faces.  It 
always makes me so happy to see 
the beautiful smiles on the dogs’ 
faces, too.  They know it’s going 
to be their furever home.

He’s already taken her for 
walks and she just prances 
down the road beside him.  
He is thrilled. You’ve 
made two people very 
happy and, yes, Rescue 
does work.”   A

Mr. 1,500
On October 2, Little Tyler became the 1,500th dog to be sent to 

rescue from the HSOY.
Tyler had been adopted and returned twice for the very same 

behaviors. Sadly, this guy was never given time to 
adjust or to be trained. Both times, he was given up 
on within a few days of adoption. 

Tyler was on his way to the “short list” before 
rescue intervened. Tyler is very lucky, indeed, and he 
gets a wonderful send-off 
with the title of Mr. 1,500.
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▲ Rows of live traps fill up the floor of the spay/neuter 
clinic during a recent feral cat spay and neuter clinic.  
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Jim and Vicki Kerley Brenda Gilmore

El Dorado Media

Kammann
Custom Construction Pioneer R.V. Park

Waymon Farms Cecil “Vikkie” Munoz

Time Warner Cable
 and Time Warner Media Sales

Page and Lonie 
Misenhimer/Misenhimer, 
Aivazian & Tennant, PC

Page and Lonie 
Misenhimer/Misenhimer, 
Aivazian & Tennant, PC

Yuma Insurance

John and Cristyn Weil

Walk ’n Wag 2010 sponsors

Thank you to the following sponsors.
Fur Ball IV Sponsors

$10,000
$5,000
$2,500

CNC Entertainment
& Yuma Booth



Pet care

Dear Dr. D,
I’m a six month old lab and my new 

people parents just don’t understand me. 
I love them very much and want to show 
my love every time they return home.  They 
become very upset with me when I jump 
up on them to say hello.  What can I do to 
show them I am so happy to see them without them being upset 
with me?

    Signed, 
    Jumpy Puppy

Dear Jumpy Puppy,
People don’t always understand that your jumping on them 

is an expression of joy and excitement.  You’ll need to ask your 
people parents to help you learn restraint.  Ask your people 
parents to have you sit when you come up to greet them.  
Every time you respond with restraint and sit for them, ask 
them to give you a treat and then love on you.  This will help 
you learn that when you do what is asked of you, good things 
will happen.  Ask your parents to be patient with you, because 
you will not learn this action overnight. But, if you try really 
hard, you will learn restraint and your parents will no longer 
be upset with you.   I know it is very hard for a young pup like 
yourself to sit quietly, but with practice and help from your 
loving family you can accomplish your goals.

    Signed, 
    Dr.  D

Dear Dr. D,
I am writing to you because you are my last 

hope.  My people parents, whom I dearly love, 
are talking about returning me to the humane 
society. I am a three month old poodle and I 
continue to piddle on the floor in the house.  It 
seems okay to me, but my people parents don’t 
like for me to do that.  What can I do to stop 
this behavior?   Signed, 

    Piddling Poodle
Dear P. P.,

This is a very easy behavior to correct.  Ask your people 
parents to purchase a crate for you.  This will be your new 
sleeping home, and every time that you lay down to sleep you 
will sleep in the crate.  When you wake up, you will ask your 
parents to take you outside, where it is acceptable to piddle.  
Every time that you piddle outside, ask your parents to give 
you a treat and lots of praise for being a good puppy.  This will 
encourage you to always piddle outside. Because the crate is 
your sleeping quarters, you will not want to piddle in it and 
this will help you to correct the unwanted behavior.  Also, 
remind your parents that because you are a puppy, you haven’t 
learned how to control your bladder yet so you need to be 
taken outside every hour when not sleeping.   It would also be 
very helpful for your people parents to install a doggie door so 
that you can go outside on your own without waiting for them 
to open the door for you.  This will make your parents very 
happy.

    Signed Dr.  D

Ask Dr. 
Dakota

Billie Ciotti with her recent 
HSOY adoptee, Petie.

Tanya Stewart and her two dogs, 
Molly and Layla.

we are very fortunate to have an abundance of dedicated volunteers 
to care for the animals. the volunteer program is currently only 
accepting applications for foster volunteers.  as positions become 
available, we will post open positions on our website. thank you for 
your support, patience, and understanding.  we are holding a volunteer 
orientation on the first thursday of every month at 6pm at the Main 
Library for those interested in foster parenting.

9

HSOY volunteers recognized at Heart of Yuma
It was truly the night for the Humane Society of Yuma to shine at the 

October  Yuma Community Foundation’s Heart of Yuma Awards 2010 
ceremony.

 Tanya Stewart was recognized and honored as Outstanding Volunteer 
for her service with Humane Society of Yuma, Fort Yuma Rotary, and her 
contributions and involvement with other projects and organizations.

 Billie Ciotti won the Outstanding Youth Leader Award for her 
continued fund-raising efforts for our shelter.

 Congratulations and heartfelt thanks to these 
two outstanding individuals for their devotion to 
our animals and community.   A

Fur Ball IV Sponsors



RABIES AND LICENSING CLINICS

CALENDAR
1/8  TBA             
1/15  Albertson’s  10am-1pm
1/29  Arizona Market Place  10am-1pm 
2/12  San Luis Cultural Center   10am-3pm 
2/19  Dateland School  9am-11am 
  Butterfield Park, Welton  1pm-3pm
2/26  Somerton Council park  10am-1pm
2/26  TBA                    10am-1pm 
3/19  Fry’s Foodstore Foothills  10am-1pm

LICENSING FEES
  One year   Two year Three year
Altered (fixed) $13 $24  $35
Unaltered  $25 $50  $75
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Why vaccinate your dog? 
We offer more than the required rabies vaccination at our 

clinics to keep your dog happy and healthy.  Below are some of 
the diseases the vaccines we offer can prevent. 

Parvo infection is a highly contagious virus that 
has been diagnosed wherever dogs congregate, including 
dog shows, obedience trials, kennels, pet shops, parks, 
and playgrounds. The source of the infection is fecal waste 
from infected dogs. The virus is resistant to extremes in 
environmental conditions and can survive for long periods. 

Rabies is a viral disease found throughout most of the 
world. The rabies virus can infect virtually all warm-blooded 
animals. Although roughly 90 percent of rabies cases reported 
occur in wildlife, it can occur in domestic pets as well. The 
outcome of an untreated rabies infection, for people and 
animals, is invariably fatal.

 Bordatella, commonly known as kennel cough, is a 
respiratory disease caused by a multitude of microorganisms. 
Bordatella is transmitted through the air, by direct contact, 
and even on surfaces. Anywhere that more than one dog 
congregates is likely to have Bordatella: dog parks, veterinary 
clinics, and more. Protecting your dog is as simple is 
vaccinating them against this highly contagious, highly 
prevalent respiratory disease. 

Canine distemper virus is the greatest single disease 
threat to the world’s dog population. Younger dogs and 
puppies are the most susceptible to infection. Among puppies, 
the survival rate is a dismal 20%.  The disease also strikes older 
dogs, although much less frequently.   A

Why license your dog?
U It’s the Law.  Yuma County requires all dogs 

three months and older to be licensed. The license 
verifies that your dog is current with his/her rabies 
vaccination.

U  A licensed dog that gets loose and is picked up by a 
humane officer can often be reunited with its family 
without having to be in our shelter, whereas an 
unlicensed dog may have to stay 48 hours until you 
are allowed to bring it home.

U  A licensed dog that bites someone can often return 
home for a period of ‘home quarantine,’ whereas an 
unlicensed dog must stay confined at our shelter or 
a veterinary hospital for at least seven days.

U  Unlicensed lost dogs are guaranteed only a three 
day stay at the shelter, while licensed dogs are kept a 
minimum of six days.

U  A dog license ensures that your dog is vaccinated 
and protected against rabies. A rabid dog puts your 
family’s (and the public’s) health at risk.

The high price of not licensing
A dog that is wearing its rabies license and is picked up by 

an animal control officer will statistically spend less time in 
the shelter than a dog that is not licensed. In some instances, 
our animal control officers can return a pet to its owner 
without ever entering the shelter. This is due to the ability to 
immediately contact the owner. Here’s an example of the cost 
difference of releasing a licensed dog versus an unlicensed dog. 
Remember: all of the costs can be avoided for licensed dogs if 
an officer can contact you.  A
 with tag  without tag
First time impound  $25  $25
Intake vaccinations  $15  $15
Boarding ($10 per day)  $10  $30
Unaltered license  0   $25
Rabies vaccinations  0   $18
New AZ law*  0   $50
Total  $50  $163

*State law changes return to owner procedure. Any unlicensed 
dog impounded, whether as a stray or as a result of it biting a 
person, must be altered, microchipped, and licensed prior to leaving 
the shelter. Any dog can be released without being subject to the 
preceding conditions if the owner pays a $50 fee in addition to the 
normal impounding fees.

LICENSE your dog ONLINE.  DEADLINE to license: March 31st.
licensing
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LICENSING FEES
  One year   Two year Three year
Altered (fixed) $13 $24  $35
Unaltered  $25 $50  $75
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too manY starving Pit Bulls
On November 1, an animal control officer 

discovered a severely emaciated pit bull chained in 
the backyard of a residence on the 4700 block of 
19th Avenue. 

  The officer initially responded to the scene on 
Saturday evening in response to calls of a loose 
dog.  When the officer arrived on the scene, the 
owners of the loose dog had already confined the 
dog within their residence. 

Chained in the backyard, the officer found a 
severely emaciated pit bull and immediately called 
for backup from the Yuma Police Department.  YPD 
officers arrested the owner of the home on two 
felony and two misdemeanor charges of animal 
cruelty. 

  The emaciated pit bull, which was an adult 
male, weighed just 43.5 lbs.  Adult pit bulls should 
weigh between 70 and 80 lbs.  Given the condition 
of the dog, he was euthanized shortly after intake 
for humane reasons. 

summer Proves deadlY for dogs
In two separate incidents, dogs died this summer 

of heat stroke after being left outside all day without 
water, and one without the benefit of any shade.  
Both owners have been charged with animal cruelty.  
Read the full article on the cases in the Yuma Sun.

Kittens aBandoned in BacKPacK
One morning last summer, an HSOY employee 

found a pink book bag next to a vehicle at the 
extreme north end of our parking lot.  As she 
approached, she heard the unmistakable sound of 
crying kittens. The book bag had been zipped up 
entirely and there’s no doubt that in the suffocating 
heat of the book bag death was imminent. 
ticK-infested dogs dumPed at ParK

Two dogs were brought to our shelter this 
summer by a citizen who had found them wandering 
around Joe Henry Park, scared and confused. Both 
dogs had major tick infestations and had become 
quite lethargic due to both the extreme heat and the 
ticks.  

 Given their circumstances, it is highly likely that 
these two small dogs had been dumped at the 
park by their previous owner. 

Pet abandonment is a crime year 
round, but is especially cruel during 
the excessive heat of Yuma’s 
summers.  Failure to provide 
veterinary care also amounts 
to animal cruelty.

Holding on to Hope
Hope a twelve week old boxer pit bull mix, was found hiding 

beneath a trash dumpster on October 12th by a concerned 
citizen.  Although the call came in as a stray, the responding animal control 
officer realized immediately that this was not just another stray dog but, in fact, 
the victim of horrendous cruelty and neglect.  Hope was starving. Her ears had 
been crudely, non-surgically cut off to make her look more like a pit rather 
than those of a boxer.  

In order to survive, Hope would need extensive, and expensive, veterinary 
care. To help pay for this care, we sent out an appeal through our ePaws 
newsletter, our website, and through Facebook for donations to the Roo Bee 
Cruelty Fund, our special fund to help pay the veterinary costs for victims of 
cruelty.  

In an effort to bring justice to Hope’s 
tormentors, the Humane Society of the United 
States* posted a reward of $2,500 for any 
information that leads to the identification, 
arrest, and conviction of the individual or 
individuals responsible.  

Once Hope’s condition stabilized, we knew 
that her condition would continue to be 
delicate. With this in mind, Sgt. Aaron Acton 
took her into his home where she could be 
fostered by his wife, Michelle, who is a vet tech 
with Arizona West Veterinary Clinic.  

Hope’s condition continues to 
improve and she will soon be 
ready to be adopted into a loving, 
forever home.     A

*The Humane Society of 
Yuma is not affiliated with 
the Humane Society of the 
United States.

crueltY



I adopted Jake in February 
2008 after visiting him at 

HSOY and PetSmart.  He is a very 
handsome, intelligent, and loving 
Schnoodle who turned three in 
June 2010.  He’s one of the best 
dogs I’ve ever had and travels 
everywhere with me.  Thanks 
HSOY for taking such good care 
of all the animals until they are 
adopted.  Great job!” 

- Audrey Davis

until there are 

none.

Save

one
Walk 
‘n Wag
2010

A bunch of Yuma’s dogs came out to the 
City of Yuma Bark Park on Saturday,  
November 13th, to get some good exercise 
and to celebrate the  “HSOY Homecoming.”  
At the event,  Sunny the Weather Dog and 
legendary cruelty survivor Destiny were 
crowned Homecoming King and Queen.  
Joining them in the spotlight was Hope, 
HSOY’s latest cruelty survivor.  �anks to 
our devoted supporters and sponsors we 
were able to raise a net $3,700 towards the 
building of our new  shelter.
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On October 27th, the 4 Paws Pantry 
volunteers had a busy day despite cold 
winds and blowing dirt.  4 Paws Pantry 
Coordinator, Sandy Pikula, reports that 
the pantry’s membership is growing 
each month. 

An additional positive effect is being 
made on Yuma’s unwanted cat and dog 
population as 4 Paws Pantry provides 
spaying and neutering for unaltered 
pets belonging to members.  The 
pantry’s primary mission is to provide 
temporary, supplemental pet food 
assistance to families in need.

 Below are some statistics from the 
October distribution day.

WRAP-UP FOR OCTOBER 27, 2010 
DisTRiBUTiOn DAy

•	 43 members serviced
•	 78  dogs fed
•	 29  cats fed
•	 Nine dogs fixed in October
•	 Seven cats fixed in October
•	 1,003 lbs. of dry/canned dog 

food distributed
•	 123.5 lbs.  of dry/canned cat food 

distributed
•	 335 lbs. of  dog food donated
•	 36.5 lbs. of cat food donated

Since the donations to 4 Paws 
Pantry are barely keeping up with 
the distributions, 4 Paws Pantry is 
sending out an appeal for puppy and 
dog food.  Donation drop-off locations 
are as follows: HSOY shelter, HSOY 
Thrift shop, HSOY Spay/Neuter Clinic, 
Starbucks 24th. & B (across from--not 
inside--Albertson’s), Starbucks Big 
Curve and Starbucks Yuma Palms.  
Monetary donations are accepted as 
well.  Checks can be made out to “HSOY 
4 Paws Pantry” and mailed to:

285 N. Figueroa Ave.  
Yuma, AZ  85364.   A

4 Paws Pantry 

Dog aDoption center opens at petsmart
In November, HSOY will be opening an in-store dog adoption facility at 

PetSmart.  Twenty to twenty-four shelter dogs will remain onsite and be available 
for adoption during normal business hours.  

The Yuma Palms PetSmart has hosted adoptable dogs from the HSOY on 
weekends and during adoption fairs since its opening in 2004.  A number of 
adoptable cats have also been able to stay in residence at the store since its 
opening.   A

To apply for 4 Paws Pantry 
pet food assistance, visit  
hsoyuma.com/4Paws. Food is 
distributed once a month at the 
shelter.



new shelter Project
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THE CAMPUS
A.  The Campus --Reserved
B   Adoption Center- Reserved
C.  Lobby-  Donors of $250,000 or more 
D.  Spay & Neuter Clinic - $500,000 
E.  Staff Room - $10,000

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY
1.  Education & Training Room - 

Reserved 
2. Volunteer Work & Meeting Room - 

$20,000
3. The Rainbow Bridge Family Room - 

$50,000 
4. Memorial Garden – Reserved

A YUMAN’S BEST FRIENDS
1. Kennel Buildings (4) - $150,000 
2. Courtyard/Activity Park - Reserved 
3. Dog Get Acquainted Rooms (2) - 

$25,000
4. Dog Kennels (100) - $10,000  
5.Grooming Suite - $50,000
6. Puppy Pens - Reserved  

YUMA’S FELINE FRIENDS
1, Cat Adoption Room - $100,000
2. Cat Community Rooms (2) -$25,000 
3. Cat Get Acquainted Room - $25,000  
4. Cat Condominiums -  $10,000 
5. Kitten Room  - $100,000   
6. Kitten Cages – Reserved

NEW SHELTER NAMING OPPORTUNITIES

For latest naming opportunities availability, check hsoyuma.com/newshelter. For 
more informatino on the New Shelter Project, contact Capital Campaign Coordina-
tor Molly Bowes at mbowes@hsoyuma.com.
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cristYn weil
NEW SHELTER PROJECT CHAIRPERSON

On September 18, 2010, the Humane Society 
of Yuma, in conjunction with Arizona Western 
College, hosted the Fourth Annual Fur Ball 
to raise funds for a desperately needed new 
shelter for Yuma’s homeless animals.  It was an 
extraordinary night of fine dining, fund-raising, 
and dancing.

Thank you to the 300 guests and to the many 
volunteers, donors, and sponsors, all of whom, 
together, helped raise over $120,000 in cash 
donations and pledges!

I would especially like to thank our sponsors:
The live auction was a great success thanks 

to the talented Jay Walker and Misty, along 
with contributions and donations from Club 
Yuma Fitness Center, Natalie and Bo Jarnsteadt, 
Jim & Vicki Kerley, Pat Areias Sterling, Nancy 
Patterson, Paul Bensel Jewlers, Larry & Sandy 
Pikula, Art Santos, Erin Sitera, and Shawn Smith.
We raffled off great prizes thanks to donations 
from Bose, TRS Home Furnishings, Budweiser, 
Kelly Boyd – Silpoda Jewelry.  

Thanks also to the many individuals and 
companies that donated items to the silent 
auction (too numerous to list here).

Highlights of the evening included: 
Cocktail hour with champagne and hors 

dourves serenaded by the Yuma Jazz Company.
The presentation of the Curtis/Perricone 

Award to Loma Clark for volunteering thousands 
of hours to save the lives of Yuma’s homeless and 
abandoned animals.

Viewing of FlintFrame’s excellent video 
production documenting the need for a new 
shelter starring HSOY’s own Erin Sitera, architect 

continued on next Page



FEDERAL EMPLOYEES &  MILITARY PERSONNEL: 

We’ve joined the CFC.

The Humane Society of Yuma has joined the Combined 
Federal Campaign.  The Combined Federal Campaign 
of Arizona allows federal employees, from postal 
workers to members of our military, to sign up for 
payroll deductions to the participating charity of their 
choice.

Speak to your H.R. Department or Payroll Officer for 
more information today!

  HSOY'S  CFC CODE:  47992
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP IS DECEMBER 15th!

As a Humane Society of Yuma member, you will be  
helping carry out our mission. Here are just a few 
examples of how your membership can help Yuma’s 
homeless pets.  Your membership will provide Yuma’s 
homeless pets with the love, care and support they 
deserve. 

Help us find everyone a 
home for the holidays.

□ YES!  I WANT TO JOIN THE HUMANE 
SOCIETY OF YUMA. 

_____________________________________________________
NAME   

_____________________________________________________
ADDRESS

_____________________________________________________
CITY    ST ZIP

_____________________________________________________
PHONE   EMAIL

□  I want to make a one time gift of   $ ___________

□ I want to make a monthly gift of  $  __________

 on the  □1st □15th of the month,
 starting ___________ (month/year), until I cancel.

□  I prefer to receive my newsletter via email.

□  I prefer not to be recognized on the web site (for   
donations $100 or more)

Please send me more information about:

□ Volunteering  

□ Including the Humane Society of Yuma in my Will.

□ I have remembered the HSOY in my Will.

RETAIL
“You know you’re cool...”  t-shirts   $17  ($15 + $2 S/H per 

shirt)

 ___S ___M ___L ___XL ___XXL

PAYMENT INFORMATION
CREDIT CARD  

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD  

_____________________________________________________
NAME ON CARD 

_____________________________________________________
ACCOUNT NUMBER             EXP. DATE

_____________________________________________________
SIGNATURE

AUTOMATIC BANK DEBIT

MUST INCLUDE VOIDED CHECK   

CHECKS
Make check or money order payable to HSOY and mail 
to HSOY,  285 N. Figueroa Ave.. Yuma,  AZ  85364.

 

Be an Every Day Hero
33¢  a day ($10/month)
67¢  a day ($20/month)
$1    a day ($30/month)
$2    a day ($60/month)
$3   a day ($90/month)

Be an annual member
Bronze Paw  $25
Silver Paw $50
Gold Paw $100
Platinum Paw $250
Diamond Paw $500
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Chris Thompson, and contractor, Troy Eckard.
A pledge drive wherein most in attendance made pledges 

for donations to the New Shelter Project  - thank you very 
much! 

 A superb dinner prepared and served flawlessly by the staff 
at AWC’s Shoenig Conference Center.

An impromptu $5,000.00 donation challenge by David 
Elfers that was matched by John Weil and matched and raised 
to $6,000.00 by Clint Underhill.  Not to be outdone, Mr. Weil 
and Mr. and Mrs. Elfers then agreed to match Mr. Underhill’s 
donation!

Dancing late into the night to the awesome sound of Common 
Ground.

 Finally, the Humane Society of Yuma sends a heartfelt “thank 
you” to the New Shelter Project volunteers who spend countless 
hours every year organizing this event: Kelley Baliukas, Vicki 
Kerley, Tawnee Miller, Nancy Patterson, Sandy Pikula, Lonie 
Ross-Misenhimer, Kyla Smith, Tanya Stewart, Jan Watts, and 
Cristyn Weil. 

See you all again next year at the Humane Society of Yuma’s 
Fifth Annual Fur Ball to celebrate the ribbon cutting for the new 
shelter!  A

fur Ball recaP
continued from Previous Page

Our Wishlist
Kitty Litter Dryer Sheets  
Kong Dog Toys Copy Paper
Newspaper Wet Food (for seniors and  puppies)
Clorox Wipes Stainless Steel Spill-Proof Bowls
Gatorade KMR Kitten Formula 
Paper Towels  Two Piece Poop Scoopers
Office Supplies 9” Paper Plates (for kitten litter boxes)

Febreeze Mr. Clean 
Folding Chairs Collapsible Long Tables

Make HSOY part of your legacy
erin sitera

HSOY DIRECTOR Of DEvELOPmENT

the legacY circle 
The Legacy Circle is comprised of people who have told us 

that they plan to leave a portion of their estate to the Humane 
Society of Yuma.  The legacy circle is our way of recognizing 
and honoring these amazing individuals!

There is no obligation to become a member of the Humane 
Society of Yuma except that of notifying the HSOY that a 
bequest has been left in your Will or Trust.  We hold annual 
lunch gatherings exclusively for our Legacy Circle members. 
At these luncheons, they can meet and hear exciting and 
heartwarming stories from our Executive Director about our 
current and future plans to carry out our mission for Yuma’s 
pets in need.  The names of our Legacy Circle members will be 
listed on our web site and will appear on a permanent donor 
recognition plaque at our new shelter.

An individual can join the Legacy circle by honoring the 
Humane Society of Yuma in one or more of the following 
ways:
•	 Name the Humane Society of Yuma as a beneficiary in a 

Will or Living Trust.
•	 Make a gift of cash or appreciated securities to establish a 

Charitable Remainder Trust.
•	 Name us as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy or 

retirement account.
We hope you’ll consider adding your name to our Legacy 

Circle.  With your generous gift we can provide hope for both 
our animals and our community, and that alone is the gift that 
keeps giving.

the legacY angels
Our Legacy Angel program is a new program offered 

exclusively to our Legacy Circle members.  Here at the 
Humane Society of Yuma we understand the importance of 
planning for your companion pet’s care if you should pass 
away first.  The Legacy Angel program allows us to ensure that 
your beloved pet or pets are placed in a loving, forever home, 
either with your chosen caregiver or with an HSOY Angel 
family.  This program provides our Legacy Circle members 
with the security of knowing that their beloved furry friend is 
loved and taken care of for the remainder of their lives.  

For more information on joining our Legacy Circle, or 
to notify us that you have already included the Humane 
Society of Yuma in your estate plans, please contact Erin 
Sitera, Director of Development, at (928) 550-1867 or 
esitera@hsoyuma.com.

To include us in your estate plans, please specify our legal 
name, street address, and federal tax identification number:

Humane Society of Yuma, Inc.
285 N. Figueroa Ave
Yuma, AZ 85364

Federal Tax I.D. Number
86-6053617



FEDERAL EMPLOYEES &  MILITARY PERSONNEL: 

We’ve joined the CFC.

The Humane Society of Yuma has joined the Combined 
Federal Campaign.  The Combined Federal Campaign 
of Arizona allows federal employees, from postal 
workers to members of our military, to sign up for 
payroll deductions to the participating charity of their 
choice.

Speak to your H.R. Department or Payroll Officer for 
more information today!

  HSOY'S  CFC CODE:  47992
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP IS DECEMBER 15th!

As a Humane Society of Yuma member, you will be  
helping carry out our mission. Here are just a few 
examples of how your membership can help Yuma’s 
homeless pets.  Your membership will provide Yuma’s 
homeless pets with the love, care and support they 
deserve. 

Help us find everyone a 
home for the holidays.

□ YES!  I WANT TO JOIN THE HUMANE 
SOCIETY OF YUMA. 

_____________________________________________________
NAME   

_____________________________________________________
ADDRESS

_____________________________________________________
CITY    ST ZIP

_____________________________________________________
PHONE   EMAIL

□  I want to make a one time gift of   $ ___________

□ I want to make a monthly gift of  $  __________

 on the  □1st □15th of the month,
 starting ___________ (month/year), until I cancel.

□  I prefer to receive my newsletter via email.

□  I prefer not to be recognized on the web site (for   
donations $100 or more)

Please send me more information about:

□ Volunteering  

□ Including the Humane Society of Yuma in my Will.

□ I have remembered the HSOY in my Will.

RETAIL
“You know you’re cool...”  t-shirts   $17  ($15 + $2 S/H per 

shirt)

 ___S ___M ___L ___XL ___XXL

PAYMENT INFORMATION
CREDIT CARD  

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD  

_____________________________________________________
NAME ON CARD 

_____________________________________________________
ACCOUNT NUMBER             EXP. DATE

_____________________________________________________
SIGNATURE

AUTOMATIC BANK DEBIT

MUST INCLUDE VOIDED CHECK   

CHECKS
Make check or money order payable to HSOY and mail 
to HSOY,  285 N. Figueroa Ave.. Yuma,  AZ  85364.

 

Be an Every Day Hero
33¢  a day ($10/month)
67¢  a day ($20/month)
$1    a day ($30/month)
$2    a day ($60/month)
$3   a day ($90/month)

Be an annual member
Bronze Paw  $25
Silver Paw $50
Gold Paw $100
Platinum Paw $250
Diamond Paw $500

Sgt. Aaron Acton and 
family with Hope
(see page 11).  



We just got a $1,300 check because supporters searched and shopped the 
internet with the Goodsearch toolbar installed during the past 12 months.

With the GoodSearch toolbar, every time you search online or shop at more 
than 1,500 stores a donation will be made to Humane Society of Yuma — all 
you have to do is add our toolbar to your computer.

1¢ every search

Exclusive coupons also appear!

Visit one of 1,500+ online merchants and 
the % of your purchase that will be donated 
appears on the toolbar.

THE EASIEST WAY TO SUPPORT US.
RAISE $$$$ EVERY TIME YOU SEARCH OR SHOP ONLINE.

NO SIGN UP.  NO ADWARE OR SPYWARE. NO GIMMICKS. 

RETAIL ITEMS

NONPROFIT 
PRESORTED STANDARD
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285 N. FIGUEROA AVE.
YUMA, AZ  85364

We sell i.d. tags!

Go to hsoyuma.com/pettags to order!

WE GET $25 THE FIRST TIME YOU USE 
THE CARD AND 1% OF YOUR PURCHASES. 

CARDLABCONNECT.COM/HSOYUMA

SIGN UP FOR AN HSOY CAPITAL ONE VISA PLATINUM

with an i.d. tag, your pet can avoid 
the shelter altogether if they get 
lost. it’ll save you money and 
heartache!

$5
ORDER ONLINE OR SEND IN ORDER 

FORM ON INSIDE BACK COVER

$15


